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Chair’s Welcome

Our outdoor seating area has had a makeover!

Welcome to the Autumn/Winter 2021  edition of 
the Cromwell Bottom Wildlife Group’s newsletter. 
This is the first edition since I was elected as Chair 
back in the Spring, a role which I am enjoying 
immensely. 

New Education Area under construction!

As many visitors have already experienced, you can now enjoy refreshments in 
our newly landscaped and extended seating area. Donations of tables and picnic 
benches, together with planters bursting with summer flowers provide a welcoming 
and tranquil setting in which to indulge in hot /cold drinks, ice creams and delicious 
cakes. We are open on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Sundays 10-4pm and ask only for  
cash donations, all of which supports the work of the Wildlife group for the benefit 
of the public. 
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A massive thanks to all Trustees, Members and Volunteers 
who have given much of their commitment, time and energy 
since we were allowed to re-start volunteering and to the 
newsletter team and contributors who have, once again, 
produced a publication of real quality. So, to all our existing 
readers, (and maybe some new ones!) - I hope you enjoy 
reading our latest publication. 

Thank you. Simon Day - Chair of CBWG

We are in the process of creating a designated area for groups and school parties to 
visit and explore the different habitats we have created. Areas such as pond dipping, 
bird watching, bug hunting and forest schools opportunities, along 
with a central meeting area are nearing completion in a woodland setting. We have 
already had interest from a number of local schools and voluntary groups!

Around the Reserve



‘Wild’ events at Cromwell Bottom! 

Summer Holiday Family Activities
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Guided Walks and Pond Dipping events  were held every 
Thursday during the School Summer holidays which proved to be extremely 
popular with local families, and even those who were from other parts of the 
country, on Staycation in Calderdale!

Groups as diverse as Rastrick Guides and Brownies, St John’s Church, Rastrick, 
Halifax Inter-faith and Quaker groups, local walking groups, 2 local businesses 
and Bradford Bees Ecology group ( wildflower survey) enjoyed being led 
around the Reserve to learn about its history and wildlife. 

Pond dipping was very well attended, often with 3 generations of the same 
family equally enjoying, catching and learning about a great variety of pond 
creatures.

Quotes about guided walk:
‘’What a little hideout Cromwell Bottom is – lovely walks in every direction…
will be here again soon’’.
Quote about pond dipping ‘’ Absolutely fantastic event! This was fun for 
adults and children. All volunteers were so helpful and informative. Loved 
pond dipping!    Ault Family of 4                                   

Staff from Calderdale Children’s Library held 3 story 
reading /art work sessions on Thursday 2nd September.

The popular children’s story ‘Where the Wild things are’ 
was enjoyed by several families with younger children, 
followed by some creative clay sculpturing based on 
characters from the story. True to say the event was 

enjoyed by ‘children’ of all ages!!

Quote from a child… 
‘’Today was super, I loved it, thank you’’  Joseph aged 7

Quote from parent…
’’ Fantastic activity for children, lovely to have story 
time too. Thank you!’

           



‘Casting Nature’ Art workshop
We were pleased to host an art workshop in August organised by Ed Shift based in 
Halifax. This was led by artist Sally Barker and involved a number of Primary aged 
children collecting natural objects and, using clay and Plaster of Paris to create casts 
of natural objects such as plants, leaves etc

Quote from child ‘’I think this workshop is fun and
lets people use their imagination. 5 stars’’ Orla

Bee Trail
To help promote the importance of bees as pollinators, we teamed up with staff from 
Calderdale Library, who provided a series of bee information posters which were 
placed around the Reserve. Families with a mobile phone were able to activate a QR 
code on each poster which would feature an animated bee giving an answer to each 
question on a quiz sheet. The final poster provided listeners with a short story about a 
bee!

Quote from a parent…’’very much enjoyed the bee trail, both kids loved it and walked 
without moaning’’

Keep checking our Blog and Facebook platforms for information about another trail 
and some Spooky events during October half term!
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Sunday 19 September started out with plenty of puddles on the Reserve 
but this didn’t deter a group of very keen ramblers from Southowram, 
who were treated to a history talk and walk around the Reserve - all 
reported to have thoroughly enjoyed the morning!  

We look forward to seeing you all again!

Moth and Bat nights at the Reserve

Two bat nights were held in 
September, with over 30 adults 
and children 
walking around the reserve 
in the dark with their torches, 
wellies and bat detectors!  A 
good time was had by all!  

Moth nights are held every two 
weeks, dates for which are on 
the Blog.

Here are three of the best!

White Ermine Plain Golden Y Green Carpet

Image credits Dan Buckle

Southowram Ramblers walk around the Reserve
led by David Langley, Vice Chair of CBWG
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Sphagnum and the Brighouse Catchment Improvement Plan\
Robin Dalton                     

North Loop at Dawn image credit Mike Henshaw

North Loop lies adjacent to the western edge of Cromwell Bottom Local Nature 
Reserve. It is bounded on three sides by the River Calder, and occupies an area of 
about 14 hectares. It comprises mainly grassland, but also the river banks, some 
woodland and the metalled compound next to the Cabin. In the 1990s most of 
the location was used for landfill, and this needed to be re-capped (a major civil 
engineering project) about six years ago. 

The site is in the ownership of Calderdale Metropolitan Borough Council, who 
regularly carry out monitoring of the landfill. Because of its history the Loop is 
currently closed to the public, but Wildlife Group volunteers are permitted some 
limited and strictly controlled access to carry out conservation work. The wildlife 
benefits from the lack of disturbance. There may be a possibility that members 
of the public could eventually be able to access parts of North Loop, though this 
process would need to be carefully managed.

In 2019 monies were made available via the EU Regional Development Fund, in 
part to improve the habitat quality on North Loop, and to generate opportunities 
for environmental education. To date, large numbers of trees, hedging shrubs, and 
grassland wild flowers have been planted, some fencing has been erected, some 
paths have been made more durable, winter feed mix for birds has been sown, 
and a separately-funded sand martin wall has been installed. Last winter, a group 
of special guest volunteers, in the form of shorthorn cattle, visited for a time to 
contribute to the enhancement of the ecological quality of the meadowland. Close 
to the cabin, a beautiful dry stone wall entrance to a new woodland education area 
has been erected, where a bug hotel and a den-building location have also been 
created.

Further plans include the construction of some wetland scrapes, rehabilitation of 
a shingle area for ground-nesting birds, development of a viewing area, further 
improvement of the paths, sowing of more winter feed mix, and the inclusion of a 
new pond and nature trail in the woodland near the Cabin.

North Loop Update - Shelagh Brooke

Grant money from the European Regional Development Fund  remains (inspite 
of Brexit!) and is supporting the delivery of a number of catchment improvement 
projects focused around the Brighouse area. These projects are being delivered in 
partnership between Calderdale Council, Environment Agency and the Yorkshire 
Wildlife Trust. Cromwell Bottom is a beneficiary of part of the funding stream to 
deliver improvements to the biodiversity of the site, with focus very much on the 
Brookfoot reedbed, lagoon and key wetland areas. Project delivery at Cromwell will 
be supported by the tireless volunteers who support the Reserve and Council staff.
 
One of the most valued of the wetland habitats is a small and rather unique 
lowland mire (otherwise locally known as the ‘sphagnum bog’!), which has unusually 
established itself on the alkaline pulverised fly ash (PFA) residue from the old Elland 
power station. As a recently developed habitat on a very disturbed site, the ‘bog’ is 
classed as a secondary mire and uniquely it hosts a species of moss called Sphagnum 
medium which is generally a species of undisturbed deep peat, typically found on the 
upland moors. The other sphagnum species are typical of lowland bog habitat and 
might be expected in such situations where suitable condition occur (which is only 
sparingly in lowland Yorkshire).
 
A recent assessment of the mires condition shows that the cover of scrub is 
high, and its control is a priority for improving its condition, alongside removal of 
the ubiquitous Himalayan Balsam. The Cromwell Bottom Wildlife Group will be 
supporting work to sensitively remove encroaching scrub, whilst minimising impact 
on the bog. It is most likely that the manual control of scrub will have to be on-
going to maintain this unique habitat, and further examination of opportunities in 
managing the water level explored, a critical factor in preventing canopy closure by 
scrub.

6

North Loop at Dawn credit Mike Henshaw



People and 
Nature 

How did you first get involved with nature? 

- I used to race cars and bikes as an 18 year old and had been working 
away from home.  I got a camera, it was an Olympus OM10 (now 
that’s going back a bit!).I started taking pics of cars and bikes at races, 
then progressed to general pictures.  One day a I took a picture of a 
Sparrowhawk which just flew in front of my camera!  After that brilliant 
start, I was hooked, there was no going back.  I started working shifts as 
an electrician, which left me time to pursue my new hobby.

When did you first get involved with the Wildlife Group? 

I saw an advert for a meeting to start a wildlife group at Cromwell Bottom nature 
reserve in September 2010, in the Black Bull in Brighouse.  The meeting decided to get a committee 
together and I was asked to be chairman, no-one else wanted the job, so I did it!  After that we got 
involved with Mags Bryson of Rastrick Big Local, she used to set up and help volunteer groups.  The 
founder members were also Mike and Sally Henshaw and Bruce Hoyle, along with Robin Dalton, Cal-
derdale Counryside Services.  We sat on buckets and formed Cromwell Bottom Wildlife Group

Over the years we have raised a lot of money to develop the reserve into what it is today.  One of the 
highlights was creating pathways around the reserve, and the creation of the Cabin/Cafe.

We are very much looking forward to a new, larger Cabin for meetings, exhibitions, education 
services to children and young people, and voluntary groups. Our knowledge is no good stored in our 
heads,  it needs passing on to future generations.

Male Banded Demoiselle
image  credit GWH

An interview with Graham Haigh
former Chair of CBWG
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Barn Owls at the Bottom!   Mike Henshaw & Graham Haigh.   Images Mike Henshaw 

HOW IT ALL HAPPENED - it was always the aspiraton of the Wild-
life Group that we would encourage rarer species to the Reserve; 
two of which were Barn Owls and Little Ringed Plover.  
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A shingle bed was created and 
eventually Little Ringed Plover were 
seen on site and encouraged away 
from across the river.  Along with 
this a barn owl box was erected at a 
secure location. Eventually a pair of 
barn owls from Barkisland arrived and 
a brood of barn owls appeared in the 
box! Unfortunately only one of these 
fledged.  
Consequently, and for two seasons, 
we have had four fledged and all the 
juveniles have been ringed by our own 
BTO ringer, Steve Downing.  
The first two years they laid very late in 

the year but in 2021 an early brood 
appeared and after various sightings 
on the Reserve, the box was checked 
by Steve Downing and Tim Walker, and 
found to contain 5 eggs.  
A date was set to re-check the nest 
site.The juveniles were photographed 
- there were three females and one 
male.  The male was exceptionally 
large!
The Wildlife Group has done very 
well to get broods of 4 to survive, 
especially when they laid as late as 
November/December. We hope for 
further success in years to come.



Your favourite sightings

Wren
image credit 
Mick & Kath
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Mick and Kath sent in this wonderful picture of a wren, 
and the following story ...

This last year we have seen massive amounts of 
increased visits to Cromwell mainly due to the virus.  
Along with this is the large number of people taking 
photos. The number of times people ask for information 
from you as to how to get the best picture you can and 
I always say that it is more good luck than management 
and being in the right place at the right time. One of 
my favourites is of our common Wren. I have photos 
of many hundreds of rare birds that anyone would be 
pleased to get but my personnel favourite is this Wren 
down by the stream. So don’t be thinking that it has to 
be a rare bird to make you happy with your photo, it can 
be the most common bird on the block and as long as 
you are happy with it, that’s all that matters

Mating Toads down by the weir - 
Andrew King  (Saturday volunteer) - also pens limericks!

There once were two toads by 
the weir,
Whose intentions were so 
very clear,
“I’ve got nothing to hide,
Just hopped on for a ride,”
Claimed the saucy young toad 
bucaneer!

(very good Andy!)

A very berryful breakfast for this Long tail tit below - 
Sent in by Karen Hoyle 
and thanks that  you and Alan for joining  CBWG.  



The Cabin - open again…at last!  Martin Staples 

As I drove away from Cromwell Bottom at the end of 
March 2020 after a typical day’s volunteering there was, 
understandably, an air of uncertainty and trepidation about 
the imminent lockdown measures. However, I didn’t anticipate 
it would be almost 14 months later before we could all meet 
up again and tentatively begin to restore some semblance of 
social normality and catch up on all the work needed on the 
reserve and in the cabin area.

It was therefore with great anticipation, and no little excite-
ment, that the midweek volunteers met up again and began 
working on developing the outdoor seating area behind the 
cabin. It was badly in need of restoration and improvement 
and now was the perfect opportunity to make it a more attrac-
tive area for the returning public. The reserve had remained 
open during lockdown but the cabin was closed and with it a 
vital source of income for CBWG.  
Over the next few weeks the hard working volunteers began 
transforming a rather dreary, tired looking and overgrown 
parcel of land into what is now a stunning seating area to 
enjoy refreshments, chat with friends or just watch the world 
pass by and relax in the fresh air.

When lockdown measures began to be eased we still had to abide by a number of regulations and restric-
tions for the safety of both the volunteers and the public. We were not allowed to serve in the cabin so we 
deployed a serving hatch which looked out onto the newly developed seating area. We also had to comply 
with providing and completing contact tracing forms, using paper cups and plates and offering hand sani-
tiser around every corner. Much to the disappointment of some of our regular customers we were not al-
lowed, in the opening weeks, to serve homemade cake and it is rumoured the occasional individual walked 
away looking distraught and no doubt hungry.

So what was involved in carrying out this project? The first job had already been completed during lock-
down with the removal of the original fence and replacing it with a sturdy metal replacement nearer to 
the public path. This was installed by contractors working for Network Rail at no cost to us and providing 
much more space for us to landscape. The next task was the removal of overgrown vegetation including 
brambles, nettles, weeds and tree stumps together with litter and detritus gathered over the years.

With the decluttering completed the next stage was to level off the site using aggregate and topsoil before 
letting David loose with a hand held compactor. This was followed by the laying down of a membrane be-
fore covering with a liberal supply of wood chippings and some tender raking.
With the site already looking resplendent the final job was to install the garden furniture, create the ter-
raced area and plant out the tubs that provide such a splash of colour and make the seating area so 
appealing to both our customers and those passing along the path. It has been a wonderful transforma-
tion and the comments from the public have been extremely complimentary and made the hard graft so 
worthwhile.

The success of the project can be measured by the number of customers who have visited us since re-
opening in mid May when the cabin has welcomed people on Tuesday and Thursday volunteer meets 
as well as our regular Sunday opening slot. Much needed revenue is again being raised and the sight of 
happy, content customers, both young and old, is extremely gratifying and one further cautious step back 
to normality. 

Needless to say, it’s great to be back!

OPEN TUESDAY, THURSDAY AND SUNDAY 10AM - 4PM 
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What might we expect at Cromwell this Autumn and Winter 
Jeff Milne

Bolton Brow School
Simon Day
The first school to visit the Reserve was Bolton Brow Primary Academy, 
Sowerby Bridge.  

Claire Wardle brought 27 Year 6 pupils to visit the Reserve on Thursday 10th 
September, along with 3 other staff members.

They formed three groups and were shown around the Reserve by Simon, Graham, 
Vic and Jen.  The aim of their activity was to focus on leaf collection and identification, 
prior to a classroom session on classification.

Comments from leaders, staff and pupils 
Children were prepared and remained engaged throughout the visit and behaviour 
was impeccable, a credit to their school, we thought.  

They thoroughly enjoyed theselves with supporting comments such as:

“this is the best lesson ever!”

“can’t we stay longer?”

“can we come again?”
Claire emailed Simon to say thank you and that they may well visit again.  Everyone at 
the event was very pleased to have such a lovely afternoon with the school.

As we wave goodbye to the summer migrants, the last of the swallows and house 
martins gather and pass through en route to Africa, we can then begin to think of which 
birds will appear through Autumn and Winter.

Looking firstly at what we may see on the water, this time of year has delivered 
Mandarin Duck and Tufted Duck which are only infrequently seen around Cromwell 
Bottom.  Likewise Teal have been seen less frequently with only one reported sighting 
from the river Calder last winter. In contrast Goldeneye were seen fairly regularly in 
winter together with bigger groups of Goosander. You may also be lucky enough to 
catch up with a Whooper Swan or Great Crested Grebe although they appear to be only 
short duration stays based on their infrequency of reported sightings. Greylag Goose 
can always be a possible sighting on the lagoon or surrounding area, and the sight of a 
skein of Pink Footed Geese overhead can never be ruled out.

At the time of writing this piece in mid September it was nice to see a Wheatear passing 
through. Thinking about what might appear in the bird viewing area or birch trees 
around the reserve October produced the first Lesser Redpoll and Siskin last year, 
plus the surprising photograph from one of the reserves regular photographers which 
showed a Brambling feeding in the bird viewing area.  This was a very welcome sighting 
as this is a bird that is not a regular visitor to Cromwell Bottom so let's hope for a few 
more this year. November produced the first Firecrest last year with it being more 
regularly seen in February and March this year with some great photographs taken.  If 
you are lucky you may also encounter a Snipe or Woodcock suddenly take off in front of 
you, although again they are less frequent sightings, they are a nice surprise.
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Goosander and Siskin
Images Jeff Milne



Images from Trustee, Mike Henshaw, photographer and recorder for British Trust for Ornithology (BTO)

Grey Wagtail

Gt. Spotted Woodpecker (f)

Waxwing - hoping some 
chums turn up soon!

Winter Robin



QUIZ

 1.   How many bones does a shark 
have?

 2.   What colour is a Welsh poppy?

 3.   Which animal has the longest tail?

 4.   What is a squirrel’s nest called?

 5.   What is the only mammal that can 
fly?

 6.   The  word feline relates to which 
animal?

Please bring your correct answers 
to the cabin for a free sweet treat 
of your choice, one Sunday!

...and a page for the Young Naturalists!
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Now that our crops are gathered in,
our food stocks are complete,
to see us through the winter months
with ample food to eat. 

It is a joy for us to see
our season’s crops on show
from those few months of summertime
when veg and sweet fruit grow. 

And we have many sacks of grain
to grind for daily bread,
and feed us well through those cold months,
that we look to with dread. 

We’re thankful for nature’s bounty
born of rich fertile soil,
and thankful for the hard won skills
of farming folk that toil.

Now we’ve finished our harvesting 
let us begin celebrating. 

HARVEST  FESTIVAL  Tony Hargreaves, Bard of Lindley

Live Poets Society



            

Newsletter Team Youtube Channel 

© Cromwell Bottom Wildlife Group, a Registered Charity no. 1176233
All rights reserved.  No materials may be copied or distributed in any way 

without the express permission of the wildlife group.
Thank you for observing this.
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZ9z7T_AdUEgaJ50nYm4biA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZ9z7T_AdUEgaJ50nYm4biA

